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A crime with which the extortionist threatens his or her victim need not be a specific crime; the accusations need only be 
such as to put the intended victim of the extortion in fear of being accused of some crime.! Threats to do the acts that 
constitute extortion by statute are extortionate whether or not the victim committed the crime or indiscretion upon which the 
threat is based and whether or not the person making the threat could have reported the victim to the authorities or arrested 
the victim.’ In the case of a threat to accuse a person of a crime, it is immaterial that such crime is not one denounced by the 
statutes of the state in which the prosecution is brought but rather is one under the laws of the United States? or of a foreign 
country.* 


A demand for the settlement of a civil action, accompanied by a malicious threat to expose the wrongdoer’s criminal conduct, 
if made with the intent to extort payment, constitutes the crime alleged in the indictment.° 
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Footnotes 

i Flatley v. Mauro, 39 Cal. 4th 299, 46 Cal. Rptr. 3d 606, 139 P.3d 2 (2006). 
2 Flatley v. Mauro, 39 Cal. 4th 299, 46 Cal. Rptr. 3d 606, 139 P.3d 2 (2006). 
2 State v. McInnes, 153 So. 2d 854 (Fla. Ist DCA 1963). 

Petersen v. Mayo, 65 So. 2d 48 (Fla. 1953). 

5 State v. Harrington, 128 Vt. 242, 260 A.2d 692 (1969). 
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Threat to file suit unless a settlement is paid, generally, see § 22. 
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